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Thisexhibitwill enableMackinacStateHistoricParksto continueits

effort to more fully and accuratelytell the story of NativeAmericansat

MackinacIsland. The story of the Anishinaabek(Odawa,Ojibwayand

Potawatomi)is a rich and importantchapter in the overallhistory of

MackinacIsland. Wewillshare

thisstorythroughengaging

interactiveexhibitsandprovidea

morediverseandcompelling

visitorexperienceandincrease

attendance.

Project Purpose
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MackinacIslandhasbeena sacredandhistoricallysignificantplacefor

Anishinaabekpeople for centuries. Oral tradition, supported by

archaeologicalevidence,speaksof Nativesettlementdatingbackto 1000

A.D. Fromthis point forward,MackinacIslandoccupieda centralplacein

theAnishinaabekworld.

The exhibitionåAgathaèsMackinacætells the Anishinaabekstory of

MackinacIslandfrom pre-contactto today throughthe experiencesand

relationshipsof AgathaBiddle(1797-1873), an Odawawomanwhoselife

providesa lensthroughwhichto understandandappreciatethisrichstory.

Project Description
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Project Location

TheBiddleHouseis a historicstructurein

the MackinacIsland State Park. One of

Mackinac Islandèsoldest buildings, the

structurehasa richarchitecturalandcultural

history. The home of Edwardand Agatha

Biddle,the buildingis convenientlylocatedon

MackinacIslandèsMarket Street and easily

accessibleto allvisitors.
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Agatha Biddle

Agathade la Vigne marriedEdwardBiddle in 1819. Of

French and Odawa ancestry, Agatha embraced traditional

Anishinaabekvaluesin the wayshe livedher life. Her hospitality

and gift-givingwere recognizedby all, especially tribal people

visitingthe island. Shefed andhousedmanya visitor,as well as

takingin manyorphanedchildren. Shewasan invaluablepartner

to herhusbandassheservedas a culturalintermediaryproviding

him with accessto a trade networkwith her Odawakin. Her

leadershipskillswere confirmedwhen she was appointedas a

chiefof theMackinacbandof OjibwayandOdawain the1830s.

Throughherhomeon MarketStreetAgathahelpedherpeople

navigatethroughthe complexand difficulttransitionscreatedby

the 1836 Treatyof Washingtonin whichNativepeoplesceded

over fourteenmillionacresof land to the UnitedStates. This

treatypavedthewayfor thecreationof theStateof Michigan.
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Interpretive Storyline

Thestorylineof the exhibitwill focuson six

themes explaininghow and why Mackinac

Island has been a significant place for

Anishinaabekpeoplefor centuries. Thiswas a

placeto live, a placefor worship,a placeto

encounterother nations,a placeto gatherfor

battle, a place for treaties,and a place for

blendedcultures.



Mackinac Island

Native American Museum

Interpretive Storyline

Place to Live ãDrawn by the

climate,geology,and an abundanceof

fish, MackinacIsland was a seasonal

village for Woodland Period Indians.

Ancientpotterysherdsare testimonyto

their presenceon the islandmore than

1,000 yearsago.
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Interpretive Storyline

Place of Worship ãMackinacIsland

has always been a sacred place for

Anishinaabekpeopleand figuresprominently

in their ancientspiritualtraditions. Here,too,

Native people encountered Christian

Missionariesand many, including Agatha

Biddle, became members of the islandès

RomanCatholiccommunity.
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Interpretive Storyline

A Gathering Place ãCentrallylocated

on the upper Great Lakes, the Straits of

Mackinacbrought together French,British

and American fur traders with the

Anishinaabek. Through encounter and

accommodation,both Euro-American and

Nativepeoplebenefitedfromthe trade. The

partnershipof Agatha and EdwardBiddle

was a microcosm of this successful

partnership.


