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Mackinac Island

Native American Museum




Mackinadslandhas beena sacredand historicallysignificanplacefor
Anishinaabek people for centuries Oral tradition, supported by
archaeologicavidencespeaksof Nativesettiementlatingbackto 1000
AD. Fromthis point forward,Mackinadslandoccupieda centralplacein
the Anishinaabekorld

The exhibitiond A g a tMla @ & 3 tellsatibeaf\nishinaabelstory of

Mackinadslandfrom precontactto today throughthe experiencesand
relationshipsf AgathaBiddle(1797-1873), an Odawawomanwhoselife
providesa lensthroughwhichto understan@ndappreciate¢hisrichstory
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TheBiddleHouseis a historicstructurein
the Mackinaclsland State Park One of
Mackinac | s | a olditst duildings, the
structurehas a rich architecturahnd cultural
history The home of Edwardand Agatha
Biddlethe buildings convenientljocatedon
Mackinacl s | aviarted treet and easily
accessibléo allvisitors

I,

 HISTORIC: PARKS.

#




Agathade la Vigne marriedEdwardBiddlein 1819. Of
French and Odawa ancestry, Agatha embraced traditional
Anishinaabekaluesin the way she livedher life Her hospitality
and giftgivingwere recognizedby all, especially tribal people
visitingthe island Shefed and housedmanya visitor,as well as
takingin manyorphanecthildren Shewasan invaluablgartner
to her husbandas she servedas a culturaintermediarproviding
him with accessto a trade networkwith her Odawakin Her
leadershipskills were confirmedwhen she was appointedas a
chiefof the Mackinadandof OjibwayandOdawan the 1830s.

Throughherhomeon MarketStreetAgathahelpedher people
navigatethroughthe complexand difficulttransitionscreatedby
the 1836 Treatyof Washingtonn which Nativepeoplesceded
over fourteenmillionacresof land to the United States This
treatypavedhe wayfor the creatiorof the Stateof Michigan
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Interpretive Storyline
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Interpretive Storyline




Place of Worship a Mackinaclsland
has always been a sacred place for
Anishinaabegeopleand figuresprominently
in their ancientspiritualtraditionsHere,too,
Native people encountered Christian
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Missionariesand many, including Agatha
Biddle, became membersof the i s| an
RomarCatholicommunity




A Gathering Place a Centrallyocated
on the upper Great Lakes, the Straits of
Mackinacbrought together French, British
and American fur traders with the
Anishinaabek Through encounter and
accommodation,both EureAmerican and

Nativepeoplebenefitedromthe trade The
partnershipof Agathaand Edward Biddle
was a microcosm of this successful
partnership
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