
G. Mennen Williams Mackinac Celebration

Biddle House and Kids’ Quarters

T he unofficial kick-off to summer is coming 
back for 2021!

The Inn at Stonecliffe will serve as host for the 
celebration on June 19 at 6:30 p.m. Stonecliffe 
was chosen for a few reasons: the lawn and 
tent on the grounds will allow for ample social 
distancing; the staff at Stonecliffe are able to 
provide a strolling dinner option for guests 
located throughout the grounds; the mansion 
at Stonecliffe was originally built as a summer 
cottage, keeping the G. Mennen Williams 
Mackinac Celebration tradition alive; and  
it’s a beautiful setting for an event.

“We are so pleased that Stonecliffe was 
available to host the G. Mennen Williams 
Mackinac Celebration,” said Steve Brisson, 
Mackinac State Historic Parks director. “It’s 
one of the only public venues that preserves our 
quarter-century tradition of hosting this event  
at an historic summer cottage.”

The event will be held under the tent and  

out on the beautiful lawn on the property,  
which features stunning views of the Straits  
of Mackinac and Mackinac Bridge. Food 
stations and a bar will be placed under the tent, 
which will allow for easy strolling throughout 
the grounds.

“The staff at the Inn at Stonecliffe is very 
excited to host this prestigious and fun event  
for the state park and for friends of the state 
park,” said Becky Miller, Director of Sales  
and Marketing for The Inn at Stonecliffe.  
“The mansion originally served as a summer 
cottage, so guests can expect the same ambiance 
as a typical G. Mennen Williams event, and 
paired with the stunning views that make 
Stonecliffe special, guests are sure to have  
a memorable evening.”

For more information on the G. Mennen 
Williams Mackinac Celebration, or to purchase 
tickets, visit mackinacassociates.com or call 
231.436.4100.

T he start of the 2021 season meant a very 
exciting debut for Mackinac State Historic 

Parks: the Biddle House, featuring the Mackinac 
Island Native American Museum, was finally 
able to have its doors swing open to the public.

Originally slated to open for the 2020 season, 
construction progress was derailed at the outset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. While MSHP was 
able to open the site for a weekend last October, 
staff is thrilled to have it available fully to guests 
for 2021.

“We believe everyone will enjoy the reinvented 
Biddle House,” said Steve Brisson, MSHP 
director. “Working with the various tribal 
partners to tell the continuing story of the 
Anishnaabek people has been very rewarding, 
and we’re excited to have it open for the season.”

The Biddle House allows guests to step 
into the home of Agatha and Edward Biddle, 
merchants who moved in around 1830. It 
was a time of change, and the 1830s were 

critical to the Biddles for another reason: as 
an Anishnaabek woman, Agatha and other 
indigenous people witnessed their culture 
subjected to immense changes. The decade 
transformed the Anishnaabek, linking old ways 
with Michigan’s modern indigenous culture.

The continuing story of the Anishnaabek of 
northern Michigan is not always a happy one. 
It is a story of battles won and lost, promises 
made and broken, and cultures repressed and 
resurgent. Most importantly, the story in which 
the Biddle family played a role is one that 
continues today. This new exhibit, created in 
conjunction with tribal partners, explores that 
story and how it still resonates on Mackinac 
Island and throughout northern Michigan.

Two exhibit galleries inside the house, as well 
as a parlor restored to its historical appearance, 
tell the story of Agatha and Edward Biddle, the 
Anishnaabek of northern Michigan, and the 
critical decade of the 1830s. The story continues 
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Dates have been set for 2021 Mackinac 
Associates events but please continue 
to monitor the website and e-news 
for updates as event dates near. As of 
publication, guidelines for outdoors non-
residential events allow us to move forward 
with planning. We will follow whatever 
guidelines are in place at the time the 
event occurs from the state and the health 
department and make final decisions about 
or adjustments to events as needed to be in 
compliance. Members that have RSVP’d 
for an event will receive an email a few days 
prior to each event with any details about 
mask requirements, social distancing, or 
other COVID-19 related requirements.

Continued on page 2
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T he Seasons of Mackinac” are on full display 
at The Richard and Jane Manoogian 

Mackinac Art Museum, as the 2021 juried art 
exhibition is open in the changing gallery on  
the second floor.

While Mackinac has always been known 
as a ‘summer gathering place,’ its beauty is 
unparalleled in all seasons. Artists working in 
all media were encouraged to share their artistic 
visions of Mackinac Island and the Straits  
of Mackinac through the seasons. Of the 80 
pieces submitted, 22 were selected by juror  
Bill Murcko for display.

“The annual contemporary art contest 
continues to support the mission of The Richard 
and Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art Museum by 
encouraging new artistic creations inspired by 
Mackinac Island,” said Steve Brisson, Mackinac 
State Historic Parks director. “I invite residents 
and visitors alike to tour the exhibition and 
enjoy this show during the 2021 season.”

Born and educated in Michigan, juror Murcko 
was the President and CFO of Communications 
Associates, an advertising agency in Troy, 
Michigan. He was a founding member of 
Franklin Bank NA, on its Board of Directors, 
and on the Executive Committee of Franklin 
Home Lending.

He has had a love of the arts his entire life, 
serving as a board member on community 
nonprofit organizations, such as Fan Club for 
the Arts, Bloomfield Birmingham Art Center, 
The Scarab Club of Detroit and the Mackinac 
Arts Council. He started his formal art training 
at the age of 48 with a special tutoring program 
with nationally known portrait painter John 
Howard Sanden. From there he continued his 
studies with the New York Academy Art of Arts, 
The Florence Academy of Arts, Florence, Italy 
and School of Realist Art, Les Cerqueux-sous-

Passavant, France.
Murcko has had various gallery shows 

throughout the United States, with shows at  
The Moore Gallery in Birmingham, Michigan 
and Atlanta, Georgia, Haynes Galleries in 
Nashville and Thomaston, Maine and a 
one man show at the Principle Gallery in 
Alexandria, Virginia. He has been juried into 
various art exhibitions, winning first place  
twice in the Birmingham Our Town Art Show, 
four Gold Medals and a Silver Medal from  
the Scarab Club in Detroit, and a Gold  
Medal from The Richard and Jane Manoogian 
Mackinac Art Museum exhibition. He has also 
been featured in art magazines – Art Collector 
Magazine, The Artist’s Magazine, Professional 
Artist Magazine and various other publications.

Murcko was instrumental in implementing 
the debut juried exhibition at The Richard and 
Jane Manoogian Art Museum twelve years ago. 
He now splits his time between Arizona and 
Mackinac Island, where he has been a summer 
resident for 39 years.

Murcko will select a single Best of Show, 
second and third place, and three honorable 
mention awardees from the pieces displayed 
in the exhibition. Winners will be announced 
at the June 16, 2021 awards ceremony in front 
of the museum. The Best of Show winner will 
receive The Richard and Jane Manoogian 
Mackinac Art Museum Gold Medal and $2,500 
cash prize. Their name will be added to the 
list of annual Gold Medal winners, which is 
displayed at the museum. The second and third 
place winners will receive cash prizes of $1,000 
and $750, respectively, and the three honorable 
mentions will receive cash prizes of $250 each. 
All prizes are donated by the Mackinac Arts 
Council and Mackinac Associates.

Juried Art Exhibition

“Recently, I went through a process to reevaluate my estate plan and increase 

charitable giving at my death. It was natural that Mackinac Associates topped the 

list of organizations that will receive gifts. As a member of one of the first Girl Scout 

troops to serve as the Governor’s Honor Guard in 1974, I can say that Mackinac 

changed my life. I returned to work at the state park in college and met my late 

husband at the Avenue of the Flags behind Fort Mackinac. Mackinac’s history, 

natural beauty, and rhythms of summer visits shaped our family. It is my pleasure  

to support the continuing preservation of Mackinac State Historic Parks.”

– Ruth D. Fitzgerald

Leave a Legacy

Biddle and Kids, Continued from page 1

outside, with a short interpretive trail focusing 
on Anishnaabek culture and their relationship to 
Mackinac Island. Live interpretation takes place 
daily in the kitchen, and programs take place at 
1:00 and 3:30 p.m. daily.

Up at Fort Mackinac, the beloved Kids’ 
Quarters received an update, the third to the 
exhibit in its history, helping to fulfill MSHP’s 
mission in presenting the history of the Straits of 
Mackinac. Housed in the oldest public building 
in Michigan, the Kids’ Quarters will allow 
guests to experience how soldiers and civilians 
lived at Fort Mackinac in the 19th century. 
Here you’ll be able to play various musical 
instruments used by the military, try on clothes, 

or design your very own fort, among many other 
activities. Kids of all ages will see if they have 
what it takes to be a soldier in the 1880s!

“The Kids’ Quarters has consistently been 
one of our most popular exhibits,” Brisson said. 
“We’re happy to unveil this expanded  
and reimagined version to our guests.”

While the Biddle House and Kids’ Quarters 
are two of the biggest new exhibits for the 2021 
season, there are many other new programs, 
tours, exhibits and events happening this 
summer. Visit mackinacparks.com for further 
information.

The staff at Mackinac State Historic Parks 
thanks Mackinac Associates and its members  
for the generous support for both exhibits.

Visit mackinacassociates.com/planned-giving.htm to learn more
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I n 1896 a subdivision on private land was 
in the works for the west side of Mackinac 

Island. To provide access to the development, 
the Village of Mackinac Island and the Park 
Commission authorized a new “Lakeshore 
Boulevard.” While the subdivision was never 
completed, the shore road was. This was the 
beginning of what is now M-185. Over the  
next few years, a major project of the city and 
the state was the continuing construction of a 
shore road encircling Mackinac Island.

Once the western road was completed, 
the idea of one running along the eastern 
shore was considered. Construction here 
proved much more difficult, as the shore 
of Lake Huron lapped directly against the 
cliffs. Park Superintendent Samuel Poole and 
Commissioner William Perrin even had to 
survey the road route from a canoe. However, 
they recommended that the road be built, which 
was authorized by the commission in August 
1900. At the northern tip, with an easement 
granted by John Early, it would later connect 
with the west shore road, completing the circuit. 
It was a massive project for the underfunded 
commission, eventually aided by a $10,000 loan 
from the state legislature. But as the commission 
noted in its 1901 report to the governor, the road 
“will add greatly to the attractions on the Island 
for those enjoying driving or wheeling.”

As the millions of visitors who have enjoyed 
the road over the last century could attest, 
the commission was right. The Lakeshore 
Boulevard opened new vistas and continues to 
provide our guests with lifetime memories of 
their island visit. In a cooperative agreement 
with the Michigan Highway Department (now 
the Michigan Department of Transportation), in 
1933 the road became an official state highway, 
designated M-185. As often noted, it is the only 
highway in Michigan where cars are banned.

Over the decades we have continued to 
partner with MDOT to maintain and improve 

the road. Major challenges have come in the 
1960s, 1980s and last year when it was impacted 
by high water. Mitigation efforts completed 
thirty years ago proved inadequate and the road 
sustained unprecedented damage in the fall of 
2019 and winter of 2020. The work completed 
by MDOT last summer continued this May and 
will run through October. While there will be 
disappointment with having sections closed off 
throughout the season, we encourage guests to 
explore the over sixty miles of roads and trails 
throughout Mackinac Island State Park. As with 
many aspects of our current life, M-185 will be 
brought back to normal by the fall. Our hope 
is that the current work will last well into the 
future, allowing millions to enjoy this highlight 
of their Mackinac Island visit.

The shore road is symbolic of philosophies 
that are at the heart of what we do as an 
agency. It shows that from the very founding 
of the commission there was a keen desire to 

make the park accessible to all and to invest in 
infrastructure. The need for regular support 
from Lansing to achieve that goal is shown by 
the 1901 loan from the legislature. Collaboration 
with the City of Mackinac Island was necessary 
to inaugurate the project, and we continue to 
work with the city on dozens of initiatives for 
the benefit of visitors and residents. When the 

DIRECTOR’S OUTLOOK

“The Lakeshore Boulevard opened 
new vistas and continues to provide 
our guests with lifetime memories 
of their island visit.”  — Steve Brisson, Director

opportunity arose in the 1930s, we partnered 
with MDOT to have the shore designated a 
state highway. Today, we continue to work 
with them to provide routine maintenance of 
the road and ensure its safety for residents and 
visitors. We are pleased that the 125-year legacy 
of Lakeshore Boulevard, with its history of 
collaboration, will continue well into the future.

Photo Album: Stonecliffe
In 1897, Michael Cudahy sold his summer 
cottage in Hubbard’s Annex to his 
brother Edward and moved to California. 
Upon his return, he purchased 150 acres 
on Mackinac Island’s west side and 
constructed Stonecliffe. Completed in 1904 
by Chicago architect Frederick Perkins, 
the cottage was designed in the Tudor 
Revival style with a steep pitched gabled 
roof and dormers, ornate chimneys, leaded 
glass casement windows and half-timbered 

exterior walls with stucco siding.  
The Cudahy family owned the home until 
1915 when Alvin and Sallie Hert purchased 
the property. In 1948, Sallie deeded 
the estate to the Episcopal Cathedral 
Foundation of Washington, D.C. The 
property was later sold to the Moral Re-
Armament organization. Current use of 
the home as a hotel began in the late 1970s. 
This photograph was taken by island 
photographer William H. Gardiner.

T he Adopt-A-Road program at Mackinac 
State Historic Parks encourages volunteers 

to assist park staff in maintaining Mackinac 
Island roadsides. This program provides valuable 
maintenance support while promoting citizen 
involvement in the care and beauty of the island’s 
scenic roads. Thank you to the following who have 
adopted roads and trails and volunteered to keep 
Mackinac Island State Park the beautiful place 
that it is:

• Mackinac Associates
• MAMATEL
• Martha Cousino
• Barnwell 

Landscaping
• Solstice Sisters
• Joan Barch
• Trinity Church
• Grand Hotel

• Heather May
• Mission Point Resort
• Liz Ware and Family
• Cannonball
• Mackinac Island 

Tourism Bureau
• Schulte Family
• Mackinac Island 

Public School

Mackinac State Historic Parks has other roads  
and trails available to be adopted! Participating  
in the Adopt-A-Road program gives individuals 
and organizations the opportunity to be 
recognized for their contributions to the local 
community and the environment. Signage will 
be placed on the adopted road or trail indicating 
the Group Name on each road or road section. 
Members wishing to help maintain the Mackinac 
Associates adopted section contact Michelle Walk 
at walkm1@michigan.gov. To adopt your own 
section, please contact Cassondra Boothroyd,  
boothroydc@michigan.gov, if you are interested  
in participating in the program.

Adopt-a-Road
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White events are members-only events | Visit MackinacAssociates.com for updates

2021 MSHP Calendar of Events
June
4 | The King’s Birth-day Celebration,  
Colonial Michilimackinac
5 | Historic Downtown Mackinac open for season 
5 | Movie in the Fort, Up, Fort Mackinac, Dusk
8 | Historic Downtown Mackinac Walking Tour,  
5:00 p.m.
12–13 | Gardens and Good Things to Eat Weekend, 
Colonial Michilimackinac
12 | Movie by the Bridge, The Avengers, 
Michilimackinac State Park, Dusk
16 | “The Seasons of Mackinac” Open House, 6:00 p.m.
16 | Artist-in-Residence Workshop with Stippling  
artist Owen Wittekindt, Station 256 Conference  
Room, 7:00 p.m.
 

19 | G. Mennen Williams Mackinac Celebration,  
The Inn at Stonecliffe
26 | Movie by the Bridge, Back to the Future, 
Michilimackinac State Park, Dusk 
30 | Artist-in-Residence Workshop with Painter Kurt 
Anderson, Station 256 Conference Room, 7:00 p.m.

July
4 | Red, White & Blue Celebration, Huron Road 
Pavilion, 5:30 p.m.
4 | A Star Spangled Fourth of July, Fort Mackinac,  
7:00 p.m.
7 | Fire at Night at Michilimackinac,  
Colonial Michilimackinac, 9:00 p.m.
16 | Archaeology Site Tour, Colonial Michilimackinac, 
7:30 p.m.

17 | Movie in the Fort, Ghostbusters, Fort Mackinac, Dusk
20 | Michilimackinac Unreconstructed, Colonial 
Michilimackinac, 7:30 p.m.
24 | Vintage Base Ball, Fort Mackinac, 6:30 p.m.

August 
14 | Mackinac Associates Annual Meeting,  
Mackinac Island

October
8–9 | Fort Fright, Colonial Michilimackinac,  
6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

December
11 | A Colonial Christmas, Colonial Michilimackinac, 
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
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Thank you to the generous donors who supported us this winter and spring
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